Surgery is no longer what we knew it to be. Rapid technological and medical developments, and especially a changing infrastructural, political and ethical environment, have changed the face of modern surgery. This puts more and novel demands on the surgeons and the surgeons-to-be. When we were asked by Professor Shokeir to put together another special issue for the AJU, being endourologists what first came to our minds were all sorts of sub-speciality issues. Then we asked what could connect all urologists worldwide. Not only that, but what connects them with the rest of the surgical community, and with associated co-operating specialties? The answer is simple: training. The training to do the right thing for the right patient at the right time, in the context of urology, surgery, and medicine in general.
